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July 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Year 7 France Trip - May 2024 
 

Purpose of the visit We consider spending time in France to be an invaluable educational experience 

as it provides pupils with an opportunity to make use of the language learned in 

the classroom and because it brings them into contact with a different culture 

and way of life. All pupils will be required to complete a variety of tasks, including 

speaking in French in real situations and filling in a diary and work booklet every 

day. The social benefits of our trip are also considerable. 

We will be staying in Bernières-sur-Mer, Normandy, and a range of excursions 

are included. In previous years, we have been to the Bayeux Tapestry, a French 

market, the D-Day landing beaches, Mont St.Michel and a goat’s cheese farm. 

Our exact itinerary for 2024 will be confirmed nearer the date. 

 

Date  Monday 20th May – Friday 24th May 2024  

(please note this is the week before half term) 

 

Departure time 6.30am (approximately) from school bus park  

 

Return time and place 2.00am (approximately) Sat 25th May 2024 at school bus park  

 

Pupils will need All pupils will need to have their own passport for the trip, which is an 

additional cost (£53.50 as of July 2023; if you apply online). Currently, when 

travelling to France, passports need to have at least 3 months validity after 

the return date. Pupils will also need an GHIC health insurance card (which can 

be ordered online on NHS website at no charge). 

 

Cost 

(please keep this sheet for 

your reference) 

Total cost: £595 (dependent upon numbers) 

A non-refundable deposit of £63.00 is required, via ParentPay, to secure 

your child’s place. This must be paid by midday on Friday, 21st July 2023. 

We are sorry about the quick turnaround time for the deposit and instalment 

1; the deposit payment will secure our booking with Halsbury and is payable to 

them upon booking. Instalment 1 is due to adhere to Halsbury’s booking 

terms. 
 

We appreciate that £595 is a considerable amount of money, where some 

families may be paying for other residential visits at the same time, we are 

therefore able to offer the option of paying in instalments (see table below) or 

by payment in full by Tuesday 15th November. 

Payment Due by Amount Due 

Non-refundable deposit 21st July 2023 (midday) £63.00 

Instalment 1 15th September 2023 (midday) £260.00 

Instalment 2 24th November 2023 (midday) £138.00 

Final instalment 23rd February 2024 (midday) £134.00 
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If you will struggle to pay a lump sum in one go, we are able to accept lower 

payments (eg £20 per week) as long as the full amount of the instalment is 

paid by the payment due dates detailed above. 

 

If the agreed amount is not paid in full by the dates detailed above, your child 

may not be allowed to travel. 

The cost of this trip includes coach and ferry travel from St Edward’s to our 

destination, full board accommodation from day 2, excursions, a project 

workbook and comprehensive insurance. Coaches are fitted with seatbelts which 

must be worn at all times, and our travel company, ‘Halsbury’, is a reputable 

student travel specialist. 

 

Terms and Conditions of 

the booking 

Please note that although withdrawals due to illness/medical reasons with 

documented proof can be claimed off the insurance, any withdrawal for other 

reasons can only be refunded at the school’s discretion if another pupil is able 

to take the place. No refunds will be possible within 14 days of the trip, and 

any refunds are calculated on a sliding scale prior to this, as documented in 

the terms and conditions set by Halsbury travel (which can be made available 

upon request). Like with any holiday booking through a travel agent, deposits 

are not refundable. In addition to this, if the agreed amount is not paid in full 

by the dates agreed, your child will not be allowed to travel. If your child does 

not have a valid passport (currently with at least 3 months validity after date 

of return), they will be unable to travel. 

 

In the case of the trip being oversubscribed, places will be offered to families 

that indicated the trip as their first preference. Any remaining places will be 

allocated using a lottery system, based on academy policy. It may be, as in 

most years that no problem arises as some pupils have no wish to attend 

residential trips; however, we do wish to make the process as fair as possible. 

We operate a waiting list for any oversubscribed trips and in the event of a trip 

being undersubscribed, we offer places on a first come, first served basis. 

 

Other Information Please note that St Edward’s Church of England Academy continues to reserve 

the right to refuse participation on any educational, sporting or leisure visit on 

the grounds of Health and Safety, which may or may not be related to 

behaviour. Any pupil whose behaviour becomes unacceptable may be excluded 

from the visit and any expenses will be the responsibility of their parents or 

carers. 

 

 

Please note, once your deposit has been paid, we will confirm places via email. An electronic 

form will also be included in the confirmation; this form will need to be completed to let us know 

information as it will appear on your child’s passport. 

 

Financial Assistance 

The Milner Bequest Charity Fund is available (by application) to provide financial assistance to needy families 

who live in Leek. If you feel that your child is unable to take part due to financial concerns, please contact 

the school via financeoffice@st-edwards.staffs.sch.uk and we will be able to provide you with an application 

form for the Milner Bequest fund. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs J Skelding  

Faculty Leader for World Studies 
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